VVOVPVPVPVIIVVIIIIVIIVIIIIVIIIIIVIIVIIVIIVIIVIIIVIOIIVYVIPVYPVYQOYY

Friday 15t May, 2020
Dear Children,

Our school closed to most children on the 20" March,
| so we have been apart for over a month now. However,
' | think we, as a school community, have done a
fantastic job of keeping together. Every day, the teachers
and | have been receiving lovely emails from so many of
you — showing us what you have been learning about at
home and (most importantly of all') how you have been
enjoying yourselves. This really is key in these very

strange and unusual times! It is very important that

you keep enjoying yourselves as much as you
possibly can — even though we are not allowed to
leave our houses!

The messages that you are sending to us are very important and make all of us smile
— so we would like to say a very big thank you.

Your teachers have been working hard to plan and upload your learning
every week. | am very proud of how they have adapted to a new way
of working. Think how strange it must be to prepare lessons for
children that you will not get to teach! | hope you are enjoying
their lessons and videos - | think they are fantastic (especially
our new ‘Storytime videos’ that the staff are reading). We are
so proud to see that you are all working so hard at home. But,
please remember, if you do not get to finish all of the work that
your teacher has set — do not worry about it! Just do as much
as you can. This is a new way of working for all of us so you

must not get upset or frustrated if there is something that

you do not understand. Learning at school and learning at

home are two very different things. When school reopens,

we already have a plan for how we will address any gaps in your knowledge and skills
- it will be fine. | promise! Remember, you can always email your teacher if you have
a question for them!

When the school closed, | asked you all to be good to
your parents during this time. This is a very difficult
time for everyone — including your parents. Some of
them cannot do their job the way they normally do it;
some parents can no longer do their job and some are
trying to do their jobs at home at the same time as they
are trying to teach you! Just imagine all the things that
your parents have to do! Your parents are really
wonderful — but, at times, they might need a little help
from you too. | want you to read these questions
carefully and answer them truthfully:
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o Have you been helping with the chores?

o Have you been more patient and understanding
with your brothers and sisters?

o Have you been a good role model for them?

o As you may remember, at school we were working

hard on remembering our manners at all times, so
have you been remembering to say ‘please’, ‘sorry’
and ‘thank you’?

o Have you been avoiding the temptation to moan?

o Have you got started on work without your parents
having to ask you?

So many things to think about for you all! When life goes back to normal - which it will
(and hopefully soon) - | want your parents to say that they miss being at home with
you because they really enjoyed this special time that you got to be together.

Today marks the start of May — the month we dedicate to Our
Lady. In school, | would have been inviting you to our morning
reflections and also our lunchtime prayer group, where we
would have been saying the Rosary together. We had also
planned lots of other events (including our crowning of Mary at
the front of the school with Fr. Norbert). All | ask is that you
please remember to pray to Our Lady during this special
month — especially with everything that is going on at the
moment. We need as much help from Our Lady as we can —
so that things can get better and we can get back to normal as
soon as possible!

Perhaps you could set up an altar or prayer table in your house dedicated to Mary - a
blue cloth, candle, statue of Mary or a drawing is all you need. You and your family
could gather round the space to pray each day. Maybe you could write down some of
your prayers and leave them on the table. We know that Mary listens very carefully to
the prayers of children and she will share our prayers with God, our Father.

Most importantly of all, please make sure that you stay safe and be happy. You are
very special and we miss you so much at Our Lady’s. We cannot wait to see you all
soon! | will write to you all again very soon.

God bless,

Mr Curry X
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