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29" January 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,

As | am sure you are all aware, the Prime Minister confirmed on Wednesday that schools will not
return to full face-to-face education after the February half-term and that the current attendance
restrictions will remain in place until 8 March at the earliest. The Prime Minister made clear that
while schools and colleges remain safe, keeping them partially closed will continue to help
minimise the spread of the virus in communities and protect public health and save lives. Children
of critical workers and vulnerable children will still be able to attend schools. All other pupils will
continue to receive high quality remote education at home.

Now | know that this news may be disheartening for some of our families, who have worked
stoically throughout the past few weeks supporting the learning of their children since the schools
first closed at the start of this spring term. We are acutely aware of the challenges that this has
brought many of you. Within our school community, some of our parents are working from within
or outside the home during school hours; some are running the day to our timetable and some are
having to run to a timetable where they are fitting school and learning activities around work. We
know that many families are doing this for more than one child and some with siblings at different
schools. We are aware that at any given time members of our school community are negotiating
life through different challenges brought about by the pandemic and for all of us there are daily
struggles and compromise.

In short, we know just how tough it is at the moment. The staff at the school are finding things
equally challenging — for a variety of reasons. We are into the fourth week of the national lockdown
and many of us are feeling the strain. The cold and dark wintry weather is not helping to lift our
spirits either and so we really do need to support each other and get through this together. Positive
mental health is paramount as we try to successfully navigate ourselves through this pandemic.

| just wanted to say a huge thank you and a big well done to all of our families (children and
parents) and to all of our teaching staff for their sense of unity, perseverance and hard work! Well
done! Whatever your individual circumstances may be, we all think you are doing a sensational
job — in what are very trying times!

As you may have seen, our remote offer of learning has now been published on the school website
(under the COVID-19 page) and provides a range of information about how our approach to home
schooling is being delivered. We know that we have got high expectations for our children and set
a wide range of work each week. However, as we said earlier, we know that everyone has their
own circumstances and are approaching this work in their own particular way. Please do not feel
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overly pressurised to complete everything that is set if you are unable to do so. Please do not add
any extra pressure on yourselves or your children. That is truly the very last thing that we, as a
staff team, would want. All we ask is that you do your best! Do what you can do! On days where
the challenges feel too big, simply take a break! Equally, if you want to do all the work that we set
—that is ok too! Please do not let school work put any pressure on you when you are trying to hold
down jobs, earn a living and keep your children safe. Everyone’s circumstances are very different
and we truly appreciate that.

Please do let us know how you are feeling about our home learning offer; we may not be able to
promise you the world, but we will always listen and act upon your opinions whenever we can.
Thank you for your partnership - it is so important to us!

Finally, we may be ‘closed’ to lots of pupils but we are still here emotionally for all of our families.
If you need support (e.g. a chat, some advice, a cry!) we are always here and ready to help in any
way that we can!

As ever, we thank you for your ongoing support and commitment to our common aims and goals.

Take care, stay safe and always remember - we think you are all doing amazing things!
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Kind regards,

Richard Curry
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