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Dear Parents/Carers,

Following updated local advice and a conversation with governors, we are writing to update
you on the current situation in the local area with regards to the COVID-19 virus, and the
measures that we are taking to ensure that we can protect our children, staff and the wider
school community.

As you are probably aware, the number of positive cases in Hertfordshire has been growing
rapidly recently and particularly amongst school-aged children. Whilst we are yet to be
impacted directly at Our Lady, this increase in cases has affected a large number of local
schools very recently and so in order to ensure as smooth an end to the academic year as is
possible, we have decided to outline/clarify the following steps:

o We are still planning next week’s Sports Days to run as in Mr Abrahams’ letter last
week, but unfortunately, following the updated guidance, we have had to make the
difficult decision to not allow any spectators to attend. We sincerely apologise for
this but the safety of our children will always be our main priority.

e Year 6 parents are aware that the local transition day has been amended and the
transition process will be carried out remotely, but this will still take place on Thursday
8" July, with your child’s secondary school providing information to you directly

o We are carefully reviewing our plans for the end of term and will continue to risk assess
these in line with current guidance and any changes to this

o All external visitors to the school have been stopped and any planned meetings will
now be virtual meetings

These measures have been taken to reduce the potential cases in school and consequently
the number of pupils who will be required to self-isolate, but most importantly to try to keep
our children and school community safe. | am very aware that, as we approach the end of
term, many families have holidays booked to start once the term has finished and we wish to
protect those plans as best as is possible. | will keep you updated on the situation and ask
that you keep our community in your prayers over the remaining three weeks of term.

| have copied below an extract from the latest Covid update from Hertfordshire County, which
highlights the current concerns that they have with regard to young people becoming infected:

Sadly, case rates are continuing to increase in the UK, and Hertfordshire is no different.
While hospitalisations are currently lower than at the peak of the virus, we are still
seeing people becoming very ill with Covid-19 and those yet to be vaccinated, namely
under 18’s who you are supporting, are at the greatest risk of infection.

I thank you all for your continued prayers and support and assure you that we will do all that
is within our control to ensure that the transmission of cases in school is kept to a minimum.
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Finally, a reminder that anyone living with school aged children can access free, at home,
lateral flor tests so that those in the household (not the children themselves if they are under
11) can test regularly, further details are available https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-

rapid-lateral-flow-tests

We thank you for continuing to follow the Covid-guidance on social distancing and responding
to any symptoms that may develop.

God bless,

Mr Curry Mrs Donkor Mr Abrahams

Headteacher Chair of Governors Deputy Headteacher
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